MODERN TRAVEL

phenomenon to which I shall allude again shortly).
No, I watched him, and I believe the idea which
prompted this reaction was : " The Japanese will be
overbearing : they will try to do too much (they've
no repose) ; they have the advantage over us of being
stoic, of liking pain and to go out and meet it half-way.
. . . And now one of them has got it, right enough,
and from a brother dwarf: that's the best of it ! Let's
hope it will be a lesson to them."

To generalise again, the Chinese and the Japanese are
like the French and the Germans. The Chinese are
witty, in their lives, in the things they make, if not in their
conversation, which resembles a game of cards. I pull
out this card, a philosophical tag, and you pull out the
opposite one, that you know by experience is the reply to it
and will take the trick. For hours, they will sit upright
on chairs, a hand on each knee, waiting the cue, and
thoroughly enjoying their own skill in platitude. Origin-
ality here would be bad manners. Not even the most
brilliant Chinese mind would care to show his quality in
company. Nevertheless, their outlook is compounded of
wit; and, in addition, they are original, self-indulgent,
fond of food and good things and gossip, kindly and deeply
attached to their families, interested in the arts and
commerce, and, though brave, too fond of life to wish
to die unnecessarily. The Japanese, on the other hand,
are loyal to a fault, but possess the same order of tact
and wit for which the Germans are, and always have
been, renowned throughout Europe. Both nations, to
coin a word in the German fashion, are corn-tramplers.
Nevertheless, the Japanese are clever with their fingers,
if not with their minds ; but they are austere and
ascetic ; as individuals, kind, but tyrannical the moment
they put on a uniform, state-owned after an early age,
afraid of ideas ; while their greatest aim and happiness
consists in being killed for their country and getting
everybody else (some of whom are not so keen on it)
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